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2021-2022 School Safe Learning Plan 

Moving forward into the 2021-2022 school year, the Springfield School District will be returning to a fulltime 
In-Person model with a learning environment similar to what was offered in years prior to the pandemic.  For 
families that are interested in an “online learning” programming option, please contact a building principal 
regarding enrolling in the STARRS Online Academy.  This online program is provided through our regional 
Southwest Service Cooperative member schools.  Please realize that the plan and protocols will be reviewed 
and are subject to change.   
 

The following sections briefly highlight recommended strategies that reduce the risk of getting sick from or 
transmitting COVID-19. K-12 schools are encouraged to consider these recommendations when crafting local 
policies and plans. Minnesota Department of Health has recently issued on July 28, 2021 best practice 
recommendation for schools which can be found using the link below:  
   

MDH Best Practice Recommendations for COVID-19 Prevention in Schools for the 2021-22 School Year. 
 

Key Points of the MDH guidance include: 

 All people ages 12 years and older should get vaccinated for COVID-19 before returning to in-person 
school, sports, or other activities to protect themselves and people around them who cannot get 
vaccinated. Talk to a health care provider, local pharmacy, or Find Vaccine Locations near you. 

 

 All students, teachers, staff, and visitors in school buildings should wear masks indoors regardless of 
vaccination status. 
 

 Schools should maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance between students within 
classrooms whenever possible. When it is not possible to maintain 3 feet of distance between 
students, it is especially important to layer other prevention strategies. 
 

 Students, teachers, and staff should stay home if they feel sick and should contact a health care 
provider for testing and care. 
 

 Students, teachers, and staff who have been fully vaccinated do not need to stay home even if they 
have had recent close contact with a confirmed case so long as they do not have symptoms and do 
not test positive. Follow CDC testing guidance for anyone exposed to a confirmed case. 

 

 People who are not fully vaccinated and returning to in-person school, sports, or extracurricular 
activities (and their families) should get tested regularly for COVID-19 according to CDC guidance. 
 

 Schools should encourage ventilation, contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, 
handwashing, respiratory etiquette, cleaning, and disinfection as important layers of prevention. 
 

 

The Springfield School District will implement mandates and requirements as issued by the Minnesota 
Department of Education (MDE), Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), and Minnesota State High School 
League (MSHSL) regarding school and extra-curricular programming.  

 
 

Face coverings: 

 It is highly recommended that all unvaccinated people present in a school facility wear a face covering.  
This is a recommendation and not a requirement.  Students and staff choosing to mask will be supported 
in that decision.    
 

 The face covering recommendation does not apply to children under 2 years of age or people of any age 
who are unable to tolerate wearing a face covering because of a medical condition, mental health 
condition, or disability. 

 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/schoolrecs.pdf
https://mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/find-vaccine/locations/index.jsp
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Monitoring for Illness: 

As done in the past, children will be sent home if experiencing symptoms of an illness whether flu, COVID, 
STREP etc. The school district will maintain an isolation area for this purpose.  If a child is experiencing 
symptoms during the school day, parents will be contacted to pick up their child from the isolation area.  
 

If a child or staff member tests positive for COVID, they will be expected to stay in isolation for ten days. If 
someone is considered a close contact, the school will inform the parents and ask them to monitor their child’s 
health.  The school is encouraging families to adhere to the recommended practice to quarantine unvaccinated 
close contacts at home for 10-14 days and get tested if there are any symptoms.  At this time, quarantine is a 
recommendation and not a requirement.  If your child does come to school during the quarantine period and 
demonstrates symptoms of illness, they will be asked to go home and recommend they get a COVID test.  
 

MDH best practice recommendations for quarantine of close contacts include: 

 Close contacts who are not fully vaccinated should quarantine. They should also be tested for COVID-

19 between 3-5 days after their exposure to the confirmed case.  

 Close contacts who are fully vaccinated and those who have had COVID-19 within the past 90-days do 

not need to quarantine or test. However, they should still monitor for symptoms and stay home if sick.  

 A 14-day quarantine is the safest recommendation for people who have been exposed to COVID-19. 
Schools may choose to evaluate the use of a shortened quarantine period of seven or 10 days, and to 
consider vaccination and previous COVID-19 infection in developing quarantine policies. 

 

MDH Recommendation for Handling a Confirmed Case of COVID-19 
 

Absences Due to Illness 
Springfield School District will no longer offer virtual learning option for students who are sick or quarantined 
at this time. Students can still complete coursework by obtaining and completing assignments that are posted 
on the Google Classroom platform.  

Social Distancing Protocols  
The school district will implement social distancing strategies when possible to help reduce contact between 
individuals.  Seating arrangements within classrooms, as well as on school buses, to distance students at a 
minimum of 3 feet will be implemented if possible.  These are general precautions and practices may be 
customized to fit the needs of each building level within the district.   

 

Child Nutrition – Meals: 

Meals will be available at school. Students may also bring their lunches as in the past.  Meal services will be 
provided daily for students and where students eat will be determined at the building level. At this point in 
time, meals will be served in the cafeteria while trying to maintain the minimum social distancing 
recommendation.  
 

HVAC (Heating, Ventilation, and Cooling) Building System:   

● The school district is designing plans to update and upgrade the building HVAC system to increase the 
delivery of clean air.   
 

Extracurricular Activities & Athletics: 

● Each activity/sport will provide parents/guardians and students with guidelines or regulations necessary for 
their activity/sport if changes occur from normal procedures. 

● Season length and number of competitions may be reduced.  

● Travel may be reduced or eliminated.  
 

Safe Learning Plan Review 
The Springfield School District will continue to work with local public health to monitor our school health data that 
includes COVID-19 issues or any other health issue by reviewing policies, practices, and procedures in place to 
ensure a safe and healthy learning environment exists for all.  The school utilizes the district Health & Safety 
Committee, which meets at a minimum 4 times a school year to review our Safe Learning Plan and current school 
safety status.   

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/casehandle.pdf

